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History of the Department of Mathematics of the 
United States Military Academy 
By David C. Arney, Robert L. Ball, Warren C. Chellman, 
William E. Ebel, Jr., and Martin L. Vozzo 
Department of Mathematics, United States Military Academy, West Point, New York 10996 
The authors are writing a history of the Department of Mathematics of the 
United States Military Academy. The Academy was founded in 1802, and the 
Mathematics Department was organized in the same year. There have been 17 
department heads since 1802. 
Because of the Military Academy’s place in history as the first American engi- 
neering school, the early professors in the department had great influence on 
American mathematics education through textbook writing and national entrance 
testing. Probably foremost among those early professors was Charles Davies, who 
as department head from 1823 to 1837 wrote over 25 mathematics textbooks. The 
impact of Davies as well as the other professors who wrote textbooks will be 
covered in the history. 
We expect much of the history to involve the people, curriculum, and pedagogy 
of the department. Other topics related to the Academy’s Mathematics Depart- 
ment that are under consideration for investigation in the project and for inclusion 
in the history are the 18th- and 19th-century American textbooks, the Olivier 
string models, the first Putnam Exam, the first use of the blackboard for teaching, 
and the evolution of computational devices for the classroom (abacus, slide rule, 
calculator, and computer). 
The authors welcome any information or advice that could help this project, 
especially from authors who have written a department history. We also would 
like to learn of any holdings of books by West Point mathematics professors of the 
early 19th century, any contributions to mathematics by Academy graduates, the 
early history of the Putnam Exam, and material on the Olivier string models. 
